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Appropriate Energy Saving Technologies (AEST) LTD is woman-led social enterprise that

creates livelihood opportunities for women in the cook stove and fuel value chain in Eastern

Uganda. The enterprise aims  to eradicate over dependence on wood fuel in Uganda by

making  organic charcoal for cooking from agricultural waste as an alternative to wood fuel. 



K E Y  A C H I E V E M E N T S  

S T O R Y

H I S T O R Y

P R O D U C T S  &  T E C H N O L O G Y  

AEST was founded in 2012 by Betty Ikalany as a NGO at that 
time. The company aims to increase usage of affordable clean 
energy solutions for low income households and institutions.
AEST started its production in 2014. Through the cooperation 
with organizations such as MIT D-Lab and Global Alliance for 
Clean Cookstoves, AEST has achieved the sustainability of their 
business and made strong impact on environment, health and 
women.

H i g h - e f f i c i e n c y  C o o k  s t o v e s  
D e s i g n  a n d  t e s t  b y  M I T  D - L a b  

C h a r c o a l  B r i q u e t t e s  
M a d e  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w a s t e

W i t n e s s i n g   t h e  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  w o m e n ' s    t i m e - c o n s u m i n g  w o r k  
t o  c o l l e c t  w o o d s ,  s e v e r e  i n d o o r  a i r  p o l l u t i o n  a n d  d e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  
B e t t y  h o p e s  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .  

I n  2 0 0 6 ,  s h e  w e n t  t o  N e w  Y o r k  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  
s o l u t i o n s .  H e r  s t o r y  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  o n l i n e ,  w h i c h  a t t r a c t  t h e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  M I T  D -  
L a b .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s h e  g o t  U S D  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  f r o m  M I T  t o  s t a r t  h e r  
b u s i n e s s .  S i n c e  t h e n ,  s h e  b u i l d  l o n g  t e r m  c o o p e r a t i o n  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  M I T .  S t u d e n t s  f r o m  D - L a b  w i l l  v i s i t  A E S T  i n  U g a n d a  t w i c e  
a  y e a r  t o  s o l v e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n .

A C H I E V E M E N T S

S a v e  4 0 %  -  5 0 %  o f  t h e  f u e l  
8 0 %  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  w o m e n
M o v e  t o  n e w  f a c t o r y  o f  o n e  a c r e  t o  l e v e r a g e  p r o d u c t i o n

T A R G E T S

B y  t h e  e n d  o f  2 0 1 8 ,  f o s t e r  a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  n e t w o r k  o f  2 0 0  
m i c r o  e n t r e p r e n e u r s ,  m o s t l y  w o m e n  
T e s t  t h e  n e w  d r y i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  i n  A p r i l ,  2 0 1 8

F U N D R A I S E  T R A C K  R E C O R D  &  A W A R D S

T h e  E I L E E N  F I S H E R  W o m e n - O w n e d  B u s i n e s s  G r a n t
W o m e n ’ s  E m p o w e r m e n t  F u n d  ( W E F )  g r a n t
T h e  S E E D  A w a r d s  f o r  E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p  i n  S u s t a i n a b l e
D e v e l o p m e n t
A f r i c a n  S t a r t - u p  A w a r d  
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